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MINUTES 
PINE COUNTY ZONING BOARD 
September 24, 2020 6:00 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting on Webex, pursuant to M.S. 13D.021 Subd. 1(1) 

Members Present: 

Members Absent: 
Staff Present: 

Others Present: 

Skip Thomson, Susan Grill, Patrick Schifferdecker, Nancy Rys, Dirk 
Nelson, Ryan Clark, Matt Ludwig (Ex-Officio) 
Les Orvis 
Caleb Anderson, Land & Resources Manager 

none 

CALL TO ORDER Skip Thomson called the meeting to order at 6:02p.m. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Schifferdecker/Rys, 6-0, to approve the agenda. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Thomson clarified from the discussion of the preliminary plat on 08/27/2020 that Shawn Linnell 
had stated the Town ship discourages dead-end roads as they are "less safe" for emergency 
vehicles, school buses, etc. 

Grill pointed out a grammatical error in the "Approval of Minutes," section from 08/27/2020. 

Schifferdecker/Rys, 6-0, to approve the minutes of the August 27, 2020 meeting with the 
corrections. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
None 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Structure Setbacks in City of Denham 
Anderson described staff concerns for properties zoned Agricultural within the City of Denham, 
that do not meet structure setbacks from the road. A recent inquiry from one of said landowners 
questioned why he needs to follow agricultural requirements when he is right in the city limits. 

The Board discussed whether all properties zoned Agricultural within Denham should be re 
zoned to Rural Townsite, or just a portion of them. Clark pointed out that there are some larger 
agricultural fields, on larger parcels, along the perimeter of the city limits. The below image 
represents the Zoning Board's determination on how to improve the zoning map. 
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Motion by Schifferdecker, Second by Nelson , 6-0, to recommend County Board adoption of 
the Zoning map change within the City of Denham, contingent upon Denham City Council 
concurrence. 

Kerrick Township Zoning Map 
Anderson presented the proposed zoning map for Kerrick Township. He described that part of 
the Township's interest in opting into County Zoning was for greater restrictions on blighted 
property. 

Thomson asked whether the township was aware of the road setback requirements and 
implications that will have for expansion of any nonconforming structures. Anderson shared that 
he has made himself available to do any presentations to the Town Board on the specific 
requirements of the Ordinance. The Board discussed whether the 100' road centerline structure 
setback in the agricultural district is appropriate or not. 

Schifferdecker stated that if the County requires this setback, there should be a clear reason for 
it. Rys and Thomson pointed out that a significant portion of the setback includes the road right 
of-way, and it is a reasonable setback for limiting encroachment on the road. 

Motion by Schiffferdecker, Second by Rys, 6-0, to recommend County Board amendment of 
the Pine County Zoning Ordinance to include Kerrick Township and the proposed zoning map. 

Subdivision Policies and Procedures Discussion 
Anderson asked whether the Board had any concerns for the policies and procedures under 
which the most recent preliminary plat application was processed. He solicited whether the 
Board felt the current ordinance requirements provided adequate standards and guidance to be 
prepared for larger subdivisions. 

Clark questioned why the township's ordinance was deemed not legal by the attorneys. His 
concern was echoed by Grill and Schifferdecker. Grill suggested that if the County has a zoning 
map affecting townships, townships should be made aware of what the districts are. 
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Thomso n remarked that he did not feel that variance and plat applications should be allowed to 
be amended by the applicant after submittal. He felt it was not fair to the reviewers. Anderson 
remarked that staff feel that, in most cases, application reductions, rather than increases or 
lateral amendments, should not require further testimony from the public or other officials, 
therefore seem reasonable to achieve better out.comes for development. 

The group discussed the impact of road construction on townships. Schifferdecker explained 
that townships have the ability to assess affected properties for future road improvements. 
Thomson remarked that this is a very significant tool for evaluating the impact of projects on the 
public. 

Rys described that the City of Rock Creek requires developers to provide financial assurance 
prior to final plat approval. Anderson remarked that the County's Subdivision Ordinance requires 
roads to be built and approved by the County Engineer prior to approval. 

Anderson explained that financial assurance requirements may be more appropriate than 
withholding final plat until the roads are built. Rys agreed. Anderson suggested he will bring 
some research on that option. Ludwig offered that perhaps Mark Lebrun or Attorney 
Frederickson could assist with that change. 

ADJOURN: 
Sch ker/Ryu, 6-0, to adjourn the meeting at 7:35p.m. 
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